LINCOLN ELEMENTARY BULLETIN
December 16, 2011


Arrival & Dismissal Reminders
Parents are reminded to DRIVE with CAUTION as you drop-off and pick-up students.  

Please DO NOT drop-off or send your student to school prior to 7:55.  This is the time when there is supervision and students can enter the building for breakfast.  Students are not counted tardy or absent until 8:25. 

Students are dismissed at 3:00.   

Winter Clothing Requirements
It is now time for all students to be dressed appropriately for the winter weather.  Below are the listed requirements:
BOOTS:  Required for ALL K-5 Students
SNOW PANTS:  Required for all K-5 
Other requirements for winter:  	Hats, caps, hoods, etc.
					Mittens/gloves
					Socks
					Heavier coats 
Please let the office know if you are in need of winter wear for your child.  Many times we will have organizations that graciously donate items.  Winter wear donations are also appreciated from those who may have items that are no longer needed or outgrown by family members.  

All students are required to go out for recess during the winter weather unless they have a doctor’s excuse.  Recess is held indoors when the wind chill factor is 0 or below.  This is the temperature used by the majority of Iowa schools. 

School Closing Procedures  
Unpredictable weather is common in Iowa and we do sometimes have to cancel, delay it in the morning or dismiss school early.  We ask that you do not call the school about these announcements.  Information on school closing procedures for the Charles City Schools is included at the end of this newsletter.  If you do not have access to any stations or text alerts, try to find a friend or relative who will let you know when there are changes in the school day. Please let the office or your child’s teacher know what your early dismissal plans are for your child.

District Website      http://www.charlescityschools.org
The district website contains a great deal of information that you can access 24 hours a day. The website has a new look this year, with many pages still being updated.

Appropriate Foods in the Lunchroom
We would appreciate your cooperation in not bringing food from outside restaurants into the cafeteria. Food and nutrition laws no longer allow this practice to take place. Parents are also reminded that no pop is allowed in school lunches.
From the Food Service Director
FREE AND REDUCED:  If your child is on the free or reduced meal plan, they must have money in their lunch accounts to subsidize their meal.  Payment is required for extra servings such as a super meal or extra milk. The government program does not cover this and the extras will be expected to be paid by the parent.

Parent lunches are $2.75.  Please bring the exact change to school, as the cooks do not have money on hand to make change.  Please call in reservations prior to 9:00 so ample food can be prepared.
School Attendance
Federal guidelines of the No Child Left Behind Act mandate that schools have a daily attendance rate of about 95% or higher. Poor attendance is related to future drop-out rates.  We would appreciate any and all efforts you can make to ensure that your child attends school in a timely and regular fashion.  However, if your child is ill or has flu like symptoms, please keep your child home until 24 hours after symptoms have disappeared.

Teacher Qualifications
Parents/Guardians in the Charles City Community School District have the right to learn about the following qualifications of their child’s teacher:  state licensure requirements for the grade level and content areas taught, the current licensing status of your child’s teacher, and baccalaureate/graduate certification/degree.  You may also request the qualifications of an instructional paraprofessional who serves your student in a Title I program or if your school operates a school wide Title I program. (Both of the elementary schools operate a school wide Title I program).  Parents/Guardians may request this information from the Office of the Superintendent by calling 257-6500 or sending a letter of request to Office of the Superintendent, 500 N. Grand Ave., Charles City, Iowa 50616.

Winter Break
Winter Break is scheduled for December 22-January 2.  At this time, we have not missed any school due to weather.  December 22 is reserved for a school day if school is missed before Winter Break.
Classes will resume on Tuesday, January 3.   Have an enjoyable break!

Important Dates
Dec. 21			Classroom Christmas Parties
Dec. 22			1st Snow Make-Up Day if needed
Dec. 22-Jan.2			Winter Break 						
Jan. 3				Classes Resume
Jan. 9				Lincoln Parent Organization Meeting-Parents Invited 5:15
Jan.16				NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS
(Professional Development for Teachers)
Feb. 3				Lincoln Fun Night at the Middle School 6:00-8:00
Feb. 20			NO SCHOOL (2nd Snow Make-Up Day, if needed)
Feb. 24			End of 2nd Trimester
March 1 & 6			Elementary Parent/Teacher Conferences
March 12-16			NO SCHOOL-SPRING BREAK
March 19			Classes Resume
March 20			Washington Kindergarten Registration for 2012-2013
March 21			Lincoln Kindergarten Registration for 2012-2013
March 26-30			Iowa Assessments (formerly called ITBS) for Grades 3-5
March 31			Elementary Carnival at the HS  4:30-7:00 p.m.
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